Proceedings of the Royal Society of Medicine contains an occasional error such as that medulloblastomas occur predominantly in males. This results from drawing conclusions from small numbers of cases-the true sex incidence is two males to one female.
Whilst the authors go into minute detail over many matters, they tend to be inconsistent in this respect, leaving out practical points of importance which should have been included as, for instance, the end-results of treatment of infantile subdural hematoma.
The book is extensively illustrated with good photographs of a high standard of reproduction but the radiographs on the whole are of poor quality.
The impression is gained that the majority of the authors, with certain notable exceptions, are relatively inexperienced in paediatric neurosurgery and the work as a whole is not a very useful contribution to the literature. Ltd. 1959 . This is a biography of the greatest figure in French neurology written by his talented spiritual descendant and eventual successor in office, Georges Guillain. It is a succinct yet vivid account of a colourful personality, of the days in which he lived and of the historic hospital which he transformed from a prison for disreputable women into a renowned centre for neurological research.
Charcot was the son of a carriage builder and his mother had not yet attained her seventeenth birthday when he was born, the second child in the family. It was during the fruitful years 1862 to 1870 that he made the most of his major contributions to medicine: then came the war. We have a picture of him in his open carriage halted by the soldiers of the Commune and impelled by the crowd to help build barricades: but he continues on his way, for this dominating personality has work to do at the Salpetriere where he is the acknowledged dictator of policy. In 1881 the chair of neurology was created for him and six years later he was elected to the Academy of Sciences, surprisingly late for one long recognized as the world authority on all neurological matters. To his famous Tuesday soirees (he lived at 217, Boulevard St. Germain) came the leaders of science, of the arts and of society. Here his pupils would meet Alphonse Daudet, Ribot and Falguiere and such dignitaries as the Emperor of Brazil, the Cardinal Lavigerie and grand dukes from Russia. On these occasions the stern yet sentimental father would be surrounded by his adoring family of offspring and disciples. His influence was felt far and wide. It was, we are told, because of him that the consummation of the Franco-Russian alliance was made possible. This is a charming biography and the Englishspeaking world will be sincerely grateful to Dr. Pearce Bailey, the translator, for making this "American" edition available. Particularly welcome are Dr. Pearce Bailey's explanatory footnotes and his own introduction to the book, a veritable essay of appraisal of Charcot's place in neurology, written with full understanding of his subject and love of the French scene Charcot he says was "an acute observer and a prodigous classifier". His influence is still profound and in very truth "he belongs to the world". 1959 . This monograph describes the technique and results of treatment in a series of 65 cases of structural scoliosis by turnbuckle plaster cast and spinal fusion. The indication for such treatment in idiopathic scoliosis is significant increase of the deformity during the growth period, or a severe deformity which diminishes function. Paralytic scoliosis is treated more intensively from the outset, with plaster correction and braces in addition to stretching exercises, but the author does point out that controversy still exists regarding the effectiveness of conservative treatment, and the age at which spinal fusion should be carried out.
The type of turnbuckle cast used is that described by Risser and modified by Cobb. The method of application is described in detail, and in the technique of spinal fusion since 1952 fresh autogenous iliac bone has been used almost exclusively, and Barr's hand gouge method avoiding the use of a mallet is advocated.
The turnbuckle cast is applied for six months and this is followed by the use of a bent cast for two more months' recumbency prior to an ambulatory bent cast. A celluloid jacket may subsequently be employed in paralytic cases. During immobilization the daily exercise programme is important for the jaws, arms, knees, ankles and feet.
Complications were not common. There were no deaths.
The end-results are analysed in some detail and there is a final chapter on anmsthetics. This practical book is well produced with very clear illustrations and a useful list of references, and can be recommended to all those who have to deal with the difficult problem of scoliosis.
